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Outline

1. Why an Environmental Satellite 
Resource Center (ESRC)?

2. What is the ESRC? 

3. Who’s using the site and how can I be 
involved?



The COMET Program
Two primary “umbrella” websites

The ESRC is an embedded Web site resource.



How it Began…
The idea for a “Satellite Matrix” 
originated as a community request in a 
NPOESS Training Resources 
Development Workshop in May 2006.

Identified a need to provide a single 
point-of-access to the large range of 
useful information and training 
resources about LEO and GEO 
satellites from multiple sources.

Desire to provide numerous “bite-sized” resources (in addition to 
full modules) for quick reference and just-in-time learning.



Why not just Google?

436,000 hits!

Can they all 
be trusted?

Which are 
the “gems”?



COMET’s Role

1. Maintain the ESRC website

2. Populate it with our own materials, including smaller, 
focused learning-objects derived from our larger training 
modules (more on this on the next slide!)

3. Provide the necessary quality assurance and monitoring 
to ensure that all resources are appropriate and well 
described before being made available



Facilitate Improved Access to 
Specific MetEd Resources

47 English training 
modules in this list   
(and growing) representing 
>50 hours of training

But where is the 
one great bit on 
topic X?



Goals for Site Design
An intuitive, easy-to-use interface
Useful for a variety of audiences 
Non-complex submission criteria and process
Flexible and extensible 
Broadly representative of all available resources 
(with a degree of quality control)
Easily maintained
Community-ownership

The ESRC is a community site where organizations and individuals 
around the globe can easily submit their resources via online forms 
by providing a small set of metadata. 



Resource Sources 
(with focus on training)

COMET Modules
VISIT Program Lessons

U.S. Government
NOAA
NASA, etc.

U.S. Military
NRL, etc.

Universities
Educators 
International Weather and Satellite Agencies

EUMETSAT
Professional Organizations

AMS
NWA, etc.



The ESRC

Site published 23 September 2008



Search Functionality and Results

Major 
investment 
and ongoing 
commitment 
from our 
satellite 
sponsors, 
primarily the 
NPOESS IPO 
and NOAA 
NESDIS.



More about the ESRC



Guided Keyword Search



Oct.-Dec. 2008 
ESRC User Sessions



Community’s Role in the ESRC
1. Use the site
2. Populate it with materials that you know and trust using 

the online submission form



Simple Registration to Use the ESRC



Summary

The Environmental Satellite Resource Center      
is available for use right now at:

http://www.meted.ucar.edu/esrc

Plans for 2009:
Continue to add additional resources
Refine resource submission page
Additional refinement of keywords

Questions? 
Contact me at abshire@ucar.edu
I have cards with the URL reminder
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