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System Program Director
Defense Meteorological Satellite Program

Colonel John F. Wagner III is the System Program Director, Defense Meteorological Satellite Program, Space and Missile Systems Center, Air Force Space Command, Los Angeles AFB, California. DMSP is the DoD’s sole operational weather satellite system.  The $3.5 billion system equips worldwide strategic and tactical forces with weather and space environmental data for planning and executing aerospace, ground and naval operations.  Col Wagner is directly responsible for development, Test, acquisition and sustainment of these satellites, sensors, and ground Systems to meet warfighter requirements.  

Col Wagner was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on August 24, 1953. He graduated from Trinity High School in June 1971.  He attended the University of Kentucky and Graduated with a degree in Mechanical Engineering in May 1976.  He was commissioned as a second lieutenant through the Reserve Officer Training Corps.

EDUCATION
· 1976 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering, University of Kentucky, Kentucky

· 1983 
Masters of Business Administration, Central Michigan University

· 1984 
Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Alabama

· 1986 
Air Command and Staff College, Correspondence

· 1991
Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Alabama

· 1995
Air War College, Correspondence

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
· Legion of Merit 
· Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters
· Air Force Commendation Medal with 1 oak leaf clusters
· Air Force Achievement Medal
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